
Job – Resting on the Faith of a Man 
 

Intro: 

 

“Trust the past to the mercy of God, the present to His love, and the future to His providence.” St. 

Augustine 

Story of firing and mediation 

 

Yancy’s Book, “The Bible Jesus Read” – on boat 

Started me on a 6 month journey, daily processing thru the book of Job 

* Background 

1. Oldest book written 

Patriarchal times 

a) The long life of Job 

b) the mention of the Flood (22:16) but not of Israel’s history 

c)  Job’s role as family priest 

d)  the absence of Israel’s law and priesthood 

e) the fact that riches were reckoned by cattle 

f) the mention of the Chaldeans as nomadic raiders (1:17) 

g) and the use of archaic language all identify the story with the patriarchal period.  

h) Job’s daughters were heirs which was not possible in Mosaic times 

2. Job was a real person and is mentioned 2x in scripture 

• Ez. 14:14, 20 

• James 5:11 

3. Beautiful book of poetry  

The book of Job consists of three basic sections: 

a) the prologue, which reveals the cosmic setting (1:1–2:13) 

a) the dialogue, which presents the conversation between Job and his friends and God’s speech 

(3:14–42:6) 

b) and the epilogue, which records Job’s restoration (42:7–17). 

 

This book has for years been something I have AVOIDED, but now one of my FAVORITES 

Keith giving me 45 minutes for whole book 

John Calvin – preached 159 of his 700 sermons on Job 

 

AMAZING/UNIQUE: 

 

1. God sternly criticizes the 3 friends’ advice to Job so - 2/3rds of this book is basically wrong info 

2. Chapters 1-2 are a unique look we don’t normally get 

Don’t normally get to know what is going on behind the curtain 

But this is unfortunately what makes this book so frustrating 

We don’t get this look in our lives and think we want it, but when we see it in Job’s, it is VERY 

frustrating 

GET TO VIEW SUPERNATURAL ACTIVITY NORMALLY HIDDEN FROM OUR VIEW 

Because of the first 2 chapters much of the mystery is taken away 

3. The majority of this book talks about suffering, but I am convinced this books main theme is not 

suffering at all 

THE BOOK OF JOB IS REALLY ABOUT FAITH AND the sovereignty of God 

The name El Shadai is used 31x in Job 

Because of chapters 1-2, the author forfeits every element of the story except 1 – HOW WILL JOB 

RESPOND 



4. Although the book speaks more about pain than anything, no direct answer is provided to the question 

about pain…AND YET, SOMEHOW JOB IS SATISFIED 

5. Only book I know that is written to essentially raise questions rather than provide answers – an yet it 

can answer our deepest longings 

 

** Retell story 
Introduced to Job, a man that fears God and shuns sin at all cost 

• Read 1:8-12 

- NORTH - animals and servants killed by raiding parties 

- FROM ABOVE - fire from heaven burns up his sheep 

- FROM SOUTH - more raiding parties kill the remainder of his animals and his servants 

- FROM ALL AROUND – fierce wind blows his sons house down and ALL 10 KIDS DIE 

• Read 2:3-6 

- covered from head to toe with boils 

“…while he was still sitting there…” 

• Read 2:9 

 

Yancy – pg. 51 

Novelist Virginia Wolf – “I read the book of Job last night – I don’t think God comes well out of it.” 

 

1. A major lament by Job as the silence is broken (kill me, why born, why conceived) 

2. 3 rounds of q & A between 3 guys and Job 

Observations about the discussions: 

a) The rounds move from SUGGESTION TO INSINUATION TO ACCUSATION 

b) There is a natural progression of thought in all their speeches 

- God is just 

- God punishes the wicked and blesses the righteous 

- Job is suffering therefore job has sinned 

- He need only repent and follow God again and he will be blessed 

c) Job invariably turns to God in the middle of his response, his friends NEVER do 

JOB KNOWS SOMETHING THE OTHERS DON’T-God is involved (sovereign) 

3. During these conversations back and forth, we find out there is someone who has been listening all 

along, much younger guy 

ELIHU – Not PUNITIVE, it is PREVENTIVE 

 

And thru it all, Job eventually boils his issues down to one single request 

One request of God - EXPLAIN IT TO ME…WHY????? 

 
And FINALLY in Chapter 38, God speaks as a whirlwind forms 

Out of the deafening silence, GOD’s Presence all along comes crashing forward 

God sat patiently present, waiting for all 5 men to EXPLAIN HIM 

And now, HE WILL ANSWER FOR HIMSELF 

And yet His answer is astounding 

Asks 77 questions of Job 

77 questions… 

And as you read them, you will find that even now, after some 6000 years, only a couple can even be 

partially answered 

Favorite section - Osterich eggs 

It is almost more amazing to look at what God DOES NOT say, rather than what He DOES SAY 

He does not address suffering directly at all…in fact He SEEMS TO avoid the discussion entirely 

God will now go back to chapters 1-2 

And God’s answer is really rather simple… 



QUESTIONS ARE IN 3 PARTS…Physical, Moral, Spiritual 

UNTIL YOU KNOW A LITTLE MORE ABOUT RUNNING THE PHYSICAL UNIVERSE 

DON’T JUDGE ME ON HOW TO RUN THE MORAL UNIVERSE 

To speak nothing of the Spiritual universe 

 

Now, at last, Job is given a hint behind the his unwarranted suffering 

 

And finally we come this morning to Job’s reaction to God 

And that is what I want to camp on this morning 

For as I sat on that boat in the San Juans, awaiting my firing…and read God’s questions…TO ME 

I found for the first time that my reaction was much like Job’s 

 

And you wouldn’t expect Job’s heart to be settled when: 

a) his question isn’t directly answered 

b) God spent His whole time asking more questions 

And yet somehow, what God asked him gave him ultimately what he wanted…AN EXPLANATION 

• 42:3 

“…too wonderful for me…” 

At that point, a part of you says, WHAT??? Are you kidding me? 

With no indication that anything in Job’s life had changed, with broken pottery in hand – says this 

What would bring this pummeled by life man to this point? 

 

• 42:1-2 

 

But wait a minute…I thought Job already knew this? 

Job, unlike his friends, already knew and believed God’s finger prints were all over chapters 1 & 2 

In fact, Job when addressed by each friend round after round, gets half way thru answering them, and 

TURNS to God and just starts speaking directly to Him because HE KNOWS HE IS INVOLVED 

Job in a sense knew that God was sovereign and all powerful 

And so did I – first thing Linda said to me – And yet not relaxed and trusting 

He was missing something, and SO WAS I 

Job believed God was somehow involved, but he made a critical mistake that left him confused and 

discouraged 

 

Talking with Minor this week, “When I understand, I will be fine, then I can trust God” 

What if you never have kids and never understand. “Then I will have to assume He is punishing me.” 

What is your wife’s point of view. “She just doesn’t think God likes her anymore.” 

 

Job, somewhat like his friends, made a common but critical mistake 

They made assumptions about God’s character, usually accurate by the way on one side 

And then viewed the circumstances of their life on the other hand 

And drew a line in the middle to their assumed conclusion 

Based on the 2 sides they were PREDICTING GOD 

a) Friends – God is just – Job life was falling apart = Job must have sinned 

b) Elihu – God is just AND merciful, your life is in the toilet, God is preventing you from sinning 

c) Job – one side God was involved, other side was living for God/hadn’t sinned = NOT FAIR 

 

God cannot be draw in by lines of our limited understanding 

God IS NOT AN ALGORYTHM 

HE IS EL SHADAI – He is the Sovereign One 

God is not there to BE FIGURED OUT or PREDICTED…HE IS SIMPLY GOD 

He is the Great I AM, the self-existent one 



He is the great Expanse who is beyond comprehension 

Eph. 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, 

 

IS. 55:8-9 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the 

LORD.  "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 

thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

I realized as I read these truths on that boat that I was trying to fully understand the un-understandable 

AND I CAN”T 

That I was trying to fathom the ways of the Almighty, and I COULDN”T 

And suddenly, a miraculous thing happened, I RELAXED 

 

Like Job, I suddenly had a vision of the grand 

Like Job I had a sense of the Almighty, and it changed me like it changed him 

Job bought into the sovereignty of God 

And as a result Job relinquished under the grandeur of God’s hand 

Job had a grasp of the sovereignty of God, and he was moved to a place a rest 

Job had come into the Presence of the Great Expanse…and he was changed 

 

Job discovered something in chapters 1 & 2 about God that Virginia Wolf did not 

To be blunt, the God that seemed so big and had caused her to feel so unsafe 

Caused Job to feel relaxed and safe 

AND I FELT IT TOO 

I suddenly didn’t need to know WHY it was happening…THERE WASN”T SOMETHING FAR 

DEEPER 

You see it was in my inability to explain my situation and God’s mysterious movement THAT I 

RECOGNIZED HIM AS GOD 

If God could be fully explained, HE WOULD NOT BE GOD 

The very thing that made me feel so unsafe in chapters 1 & 2, when grasped lead me to a place of great 

faith, healing, and contentment 

And I was still TWO WEEKS FROM BEING FIRED 

 

• 42:1-2 

 

I realized in that moment that God had not OBLIGATED Himself to explain Himself to me 

I was pinning God down to an obligation He HAD NEVER MADE 

He was God, and IT WAS HIS PEROGATIVE 

 

I am a guy who likes to know why things are happening in life 

I have pretty darn good endurance, but usually when I know what the point behind it is 

As I sat on that boat, I realized something that sounds so obvious but was so enlightening for me 

I HAD NO IDEA REALLY WHY THIS WAS HAPPENING 

Or I had a partial answer at best 

More than that – I MAY NEVER KNOW 

And I stressed to find the answer 

I argued with God and pleaded for Him to tell me 

And it was so frustrating to me…because I wanted to know 

Am I in the right place, am I doing the right thing, have you abandoned me? Have you set me up? 

 

I realized that I was simply finding out my view of God was not large enough 

That I was just enlarging the box around God 



But God is about erasing the lines 

I control the Ostrich’s eggs 

 

And something else miraculous opened up to me and I saw something in Job and myself I hadn’t seen 

For a moment in time, God had moved Job to the center of the stage 

For a moment in time, Job was playing the lead role before God and Satan himself 

God, in a sense, let His character ride on the response of this one man 

Job was BEING EXALTED, not SPURNED 

God was letting His own reputation ride on the response of a single human being 

At the time when Job felt most abandoned, God was NEVER MORE PRESENT 

AND NEVER MORE HONORING 

And suddenly, I was overwhelmed by the DIGNITY, AND VALUE, and HONOR, and NOBILITY that 

God was bestowing on ME 

 

C.S. Lewis – “There is no neutral ground in the universe: every square inch, every split second, is claimed 

by God and counter-claimed by Satan.” 

 

Suddenly, I saw God in His glory, and His hand in my life 

In my moment of pain, GOD WAS HONORING ME…WOW! 

 

• 42:4-5 

 

C.S. Lewis – “We can rest contentedly in our sins and in our stupidities, and anyone who has watched 

gluttons shoveling down the most exquisite foods as if they did not know what they were eating, will 

admit that we can ignore even pleasure. But pain INSISTS upon being attended to. God whispers to us in 

our pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pain. It is his megaphone to rouse a deaf 

world.” 
 

What dignity and nobility He imparts to us 

That suddenly a poorly timed flat tire, infertility, the loss of a job, the movement of a church… 

If it cannot be directly connected to a specific sin and consequence…maybe God is involved 

Maybe, JUST MAYBE, your life is intersecting into chapters 1 & 2 

And God is COUNTING YOU WORTHY TO DISPLAY HIS MAJESTY 
 

And in this, to assume that we have a place on God's stage before the universe, while assuming we know 

a lot less about specifically what He is doing than we do 

Suddenly, there was tremendous value in my situation, and I relaxed, trusted, and watched to SEE GOD 

 

Firing – “Sounds more like you fired him” 
 

And suddenly, statements like: 

 

I didn’t sign up for this 

I don’t need this crud right now 

Why me? 

This isn’t fair 

Didn’t apply any more 

I found great honor in not knowing why I was going thru painful situations 

Where are you this morning? 

 
 

Why should we worship? 


